COMMON WRITING PROBLEMS

AVOID NARRATION AND PLOT SUMMARY: USE EXPOSITORY (ARGUMENT) FORM
REPETITIOUSNESS:  INSTEAD PROVIDE MORE DETAILED DEVELOPMENT OF IDEAS
VAGUE, WORDY OR UNCLEAR PASSAGES
LOGIC: AVOID CONTRADICTIONS WITHIN THE ESSAY
PARAGRAPHS ARE TOO LONG, I.E., LONGER THAN 1 PAGE
PARAGRAPH STRUCTURE:  WEAK TOPIC SENTENCE + LACK OF PARAGRAPH UNITY
SS = SENTENCE STRUCTURE PROBLEM
S-V AGREE = PROBLEM WITH SUBJECT VERB AGREEMENT
PRONOUN CONSISTENCY-SHIFTING AMONG WE, I, YOU TO DESCRIBE VIEWER’S PERSPECTIVE
TOO MUCH QUOTATION, NOT ENOUGH OF YOUR OWN LANGUAGE
DOCUMENTATION OF SOURCES: PROBLEMS WITH CITATION OF SOURCES OR MLA FORMAT
